^ ~^ZA^^^ apparatus comprising: 

Tjl,--'''^ans for connecting electronically an^electronic intermediary to a tax data provider; 
means for collecting electrorupally tax data from said tax data provider; 

for processing-dectronically said tax data collected from said tax data provider to 

obtain processed ta?^^ta; and 

iox preparing electronically an electronic tax return using said processed tax data. 




mes 



-^2L An apparatus as in claim,2'l, wherein said means for connecting eTectronically an 
electronic intermediary to a tax data provider uses an electronic link, and wherein means for 
collecting electronically tax data from said tax data provider uses an electronic link. 

2^. An apparatus as in claim^22, wherein &aid electronic link is an electronic data 



/ 

network. 
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^^i. An apparatus as in claim 2^3, wherein said elecfronic data network is the Internet. 



—^25. An appratus as in claim >lC wherein said tax data provider is an employer, a 
partnership, a bank, a savings and loan institution, a mortgage institution, a credit card bureau, a 
thrift institution, a securities brokerage firm, a mutual fimd holding institution, or a charity. 



computer-readable medium^bodying a computer program, said computer 
comprising code segments iojt 
connecting electronically ar/elecfronic intermediary to a tax data provider; 
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collecting electronically tax data from said tax data prp^er; 

processing electronically said tax data coUectpd^om said tax data provider to obtain 
processed tax data; and 

preparing electronically an electronic tax return using said processed tax data. 



27. An appM;afus comprising: 
means connecting electronically an electronic intermediary to a taxpayer; and 

for receiving electronically information on at least one tax data provider from said 






rayer. 



28. An apparatus as in claim 27, wherein said means for connecting^ectronically an 
electronic intermediary to a taxpayer uses an electronic link, and wherein said means for 
collecting electronically information on at least one tax d^^rovider from said taxpayer uses an 
electronic link. 



29. An apparatus as in claim a^^erein^md elecfronic link is an electronic data 



network. 



30. An apparatus/^ in claim 29, wherein said electronic data network is the Internet. 



31. An/^paratus as in claim 27, wherein said at least one tax data provider is an 
employery/partnership, a bank, a savings and loan institution, a mortgage institution, a credit 
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card bureau, a thrift institution, a securities brokerage firm, a mutual fund holding institutiopf^ 
a charity. 

32. An apparatus as in claim 27, further comprisir 

means for connecting electronically said ej^^^p^ritermedi^ytoone of said at least 
one tax data provider; and 

means for collecting electronicall)5^x data from said one of said at least one tax data 

provider. 



33. An apparatjiS as in claim 32, further comprising: 

means for ^cessing electronically said tax data collected from said one of said at least 
one tax data jJtovider to obtain processed tax data; and 

cans for preparing electronically an electronic tax return using said processed tax data. 

computer-readable mediuni^bodying a computer program, said computer 
ogram comprising code segmente/tor: 

connecting electronipdfy an electronic intermediary to a taxpayer; and 
receiving elecji^ically information on at least one tax data provider from said taxpayer. 



35. A computer-readable m^ium asji>el^ 34, said computer program fiirther 
comprising code segments for: 

connecting electromisai^'^M^^ctronic intermediary to one of said at least one tax data 

provider; and 
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collecting electronically tax data from said one of said at le^otle tax data provider 





36. A computer-readable mediuni^ iij^Mim 35, said computer program further 
comprising code segments for: 

processing electronkat^ said tax data collected from said one of said at least one tax data 
provider to obtain rad^ssed tax data; and 

prepamg elecfronically an electronic tax return using said processed tax data. 

5paratus /comprising: 

-means for connecting electronically a tax data provider to an electronic intermediary; and 
means for providing electronically tax data from said tax data provider to said electronic 
intermediary. 




38. A computJr-readable medium embodying a computer program, said computer 

program comprising aode segments for: 

connecting electronically a tax data provider to an electronic intermediary; and 
providing electronically tax data from said tax data provider to said electronic 

intermediary. 



39. An apparatus comprising: 

means for cfonnecting electronically a taxpayer to an electronic intermediary; and 
means for j roviding elecfronically information on at least one tax data provider from said 
cfronic intermediary. 



taxpayer to said el 




